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Now I'd like to ask you some questions about your childhood, from the ages of 12 

to 17.  These questions concern your home environment at that time.  Nearly all of 

the questions will cover your home life between the ages of 12 and 17.  A few 

questions will cover slightly different ages, which I'll identify when we get to 

those questions. 

 
 

 
 

 

SHOW CARD HE. 

HE1     With whom did you live for the major part of 

the time when you were 12 to 17? 
IF OTHER, SPECIFY:_____________________ 

HE1 

Both biological parents    1 

Biological mother alone    2 

Biological father alone    3 

Biological mother & stepfather/boyfriend 4 

Biological father & stepmother/girlfriend  5 

Biological mother & other relatives  6 

Biological father & other relatives  7 

Other relatives     8 
   
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
BOX HE1        NO      YES             

IS A MOTHER FIGURE PRESENT FOR CODING?         1            5              HE1BoxF 

IS A FATHER FIGURE PRESENT FOR CODING?         1            5              HE1BoxM 

MOTHER FIGURE MUST BE A FEMALE. FATHER FIGURE MUST BE A MALE.   

IF NO TO EITHER, OMIT THE QUESTIONS THAT PERTAIN TO THAT PARENT 

FIGURE.   REMIND R, AS NEEDED, WHO THE MOTHER AND FATHER 

FIGURES ARE.  
 
 

 
 

 
  

HE2 In what state did you live when you were 16 years 

old? IF NOT IN US, CODE NA  

STATE: ______________HE2_State 

 
 

 
HE3 OMITTED 

 
    

 
 

 
HE4 What religion were you raised in? 

 

SPECIFY: _____________________HE4Specify 

 
     

 

              CODE:  ___ ___ HE4Code 

 
 

 
BOX HE4 IF NONE, SKIP TO HE13.   

 
 

  

B. Did your religion have formal rules against alcohol 

use? 

HE4b 

     NO ................................................ 1 

     YES .............................................. 5 
 
 

 
HE5-HE12 OMITTED. 

  

 
 

 

HEm13 When you were 12-17, did your (MOTHER 

FIGURE) work outside the home (that is, have a job 

other than being a homemaker)? 

 

HEf13  When you were 12-17 did your (FATHER FIGURE) 

work outside the home (that is, have a job other than 

being a homemaker)? 

HEm13 

     NO……………………………….1 

     YES……………………………...5 

HEf13  

     NO……………………………….1 

     YES……………………………...5 
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HE14 When you were 12-17, was your (FATHER 

FIGURE) ever away from home a lot due to any of 

the following reasons?  READ OPTIONS: 

 
 

 

 NO      YES 
 
 

 
1. WORK……………………………………………………….1            5   HE14_1 

2. MILITARY SERVICE………………………………………1            5   HE14_2 

3. ILLNESS (E.G., HOSPITALIZED)…………………………1            5   HE14_3 

4. IMPRISONMENT…………………………………………...1            5   HE14_4 

5. MARITAL SEPARATION/DIVORCE/DESERTION……...1            5   HE14_5 

6. DRUG/ALCOHOL USE……………………………………..1            5   HE14_6 

7. ANOTHER REASON………………………………………..1            5   HE14_7 
 
 

 
HE15 When you were 12-17, was your (MOTHER 

FIGURE) ever away from home a lot due to any of 

the following reasons?  READ OPTIONS: 

 
 

 

 NO      YES 

 1. WORK……………………………………………………….1            5   HE15_1 

2. MILITARY SERVICE………………………………………1            5   HE15_2 

3. ILLNESS (E.G., HOSPITALIZED)…………………………1            5   HE15_3 

4. IMPRISONMENT…………………………………………...1            5   HE15_4 

5. MARITAL SEPARATION/DIVORCE/DESERTION……...1            5   HE15_5 

6. DRUG/ALCOHOL USE……………………………………..1            5   HE15_6 

7. ANOTHER REASON………………………………………..1            5   HE15_7 

 
HE16 OMITTED 

 

 
HE17   A.   When you were 12-17, did your (MOTHER 

FIGURE/ FATHER FIGURE) help you with 

things like.... 

 

MOTHER                   FATHER 

NO   YES                    NO   YES 

 1. SCHOOLWORK OR PROJECTS.……1        5   HEm17a1    1        5   HEf17a1 

2. CHORES………………………………..1        5   HEm17a2    1        5   HEf17a2 

3. FUN ACTIVITIES……………………..1        5   HEm17a3    1        5   HEf17a3 

4. SHOPPING…………………………….1        5   HEm17a4    1        5   HEf17a4 

5. MAKING PLANS………………………1        5   HEm17a5    1        5   HEf17a5 

6. ANYTHING ELSE…………………….1        5   HEm17a6    1        5   HEf17a6 

 
B. When you were 12-17, would you say that your 

(MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) spent 

time with you... 

 

 

                        MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm17b      HEf17b 
 MORE THAN MOST PARENTS.…………………..1              1 

SAME AS MOST PARENTS………………………..2              2 

LESS THAN MOST PARENTS…………………….3              3 

 HE18A.  When you were 12-17, did you and your 

(MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) ever 

talk about the news or what was going on in the 

world? 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm18a      HEf18a 

     NO……………….1               1 

     YES……………...5               5 

 B.  When you were 12-17, did you and your 

(MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) spend 

time talking about other things, like movies, your 

friends, or anything else? 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm18b      HEf18b 

     NO……………….1               1 

     YES……………...5               5 
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HE19. When you were 12-17, did you talk to your 

(MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) about 

your problems or when you were worried about 

something? 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm19        HEf19 

     NO……………….1               1 

     YES……………...5               5 

 
HE20A. When you were 12-17, how well did you get along 

with your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER 

FIGURE) most of the time? 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm20a      HEf20a 

     POOR……………1               1 

     FAIR……………..2                 2 

GOOD……………3               3 

EXCELLENT……4               4 

        B. How close did you feel to your (MOTHER 

FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE)? 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm20b      HEf20b 

 NOT AT ALL CLOSE……………………………….1              1 

SOMEWHAT CLOSE………………………………..2              2 

VERY CLOSE…………………………………………….3                3 
 

 

 
 

 
HE21-HE23 OMITTED 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
BOX HE24  IF R LIVED IN A SINGLE-PARENT 

FAMILY AND PARENTS DID NOT 

SHARE CUSTODY, SKIP TO HE28.   

OTHERS CONTINUE. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

HE24. Overall, how would you rate your (PARENT 

FIGURES') relationship with each other when you 

were 12-17 -- excellent, good, fair, or poor?  

 

HE24 

     EXCELLENT ............................... 1 

     GOOD .......................................... 2 

     FAIR ............................................. 3 

     POOR ........................................... 4 

 
 
 

 

HE25. Some parents really enjoy being with each other 

while others don't.  Did your (PARENT FIGURES) 

usually seem to enjoy each other? 

HE25 

NO…..……………………………1 

     YES………………………………5 

 
 

 

HE26. Did your (PARENT FIGURES) often argue or 

fight in front of you? 

HE26 

     NO………………………………..1 

     YES………………………………5 

 
 

 
 

HE27. Did either of your (PARENT FIGURES) ever hit 

the other? 

 

A. Did you ever see it happen? 

HE27 

     NO…….(SKIP TO HE28)………….1 

     YES………………………………5 

HE27a 

     NO………………………………..1 

     YES………………………………5 
 
 

 

HE28. How much conflict and tension was there in your 

household when you were 12-17 -- a lot, some, a 

little, or none? 

HE28 

     A LOT……………………………1 

     SOME…………………………….2 

     A LITTLE………………………..3 

     NONE……………………………4 
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 HE29A. When you were 12-17, and you did something that 

your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) 

thought was wrong, did s/he yell or fuss at you… 

 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm29a      HEf29a 
 

     MORE THAN MOST PARENTS…………………1              1 

     SAME AS MOST PARENTS……………………..2               2 

     LESS THAN MOST PARENTS…………………..3                3 

 
 

B. Did your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER 

FIGURE) spank or hit you… 

 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                            HEm29b      HEf29b 

      NEVER……………………………………………..…1              1 

     HARDLY EVER…………………………………….2               2 

     SOMETIMES……………………………….………...3                3 

     OFTEN………………………………..…………..4              4 

 
HE30. When you were 12-17 and you did something 

wrong, did your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER 

FIGURE) ground you – that is, not let you do 

something you really wanted to do… 

 

 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                              HEm30      HEf30 

      MORE THAN MOST KIDS…………………..……1              1 

     SAME AS MOST KIDS………………………..….2               2 

     LESS THAN MOST KIDS……………..…………...3                3 

 
HE31. Did you get into trouble with your (MOTHER 

FIGURE/ FATHER FIGURE)… 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                              HEm31      HEf31 

      MORE THAN MOST KIDS…………………..……1              1 

     SAME AS MOST KIDS………………………..….2               2 

     LESS THAN MOST KIDS……………..…………...3                3 
 
 

 
HE32. OMITTED 

 
 

 
 

HE33. Some parents are strict with their children.  They 

have lots of rules or don't allow the children to do 

things that most of their friends can.  When you were 

12-17, was your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER 

FIGURE) too strict, just about right, or not strict 

enough? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                              HEm33      HEf33 
 
 

     TOO STRICT…………………………………………1              1 

     ABOUT RIGHT………………………..…………...2               2 

     NOT STRICT ENOUGH……………..……………...3               3 

     NOT INVOLVED……………..………………….…..4               4 

 HE34. When your parents made rules, how often did your 

(MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) follow 

through on them and enforce them? 

 

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                              HEm34      HEf34 

      MOST OF THE TIME..………………………………1              1 

     SOME OF THE TIME..………………..……….…...2               2 

     NOT VERY OFTEN…………..……..….………….…3               3 
 
 

 
HE35. OMITTED 
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 HE36 Was your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER 

FIGURE) generally fair in scolding or punishing?    

 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                              HEm36      HEf36 

      YES………………………………………………..……1              1 

     NO, TOO LENIENT……………………….………..2               2 

     NO, TOO HARSH..……………..……..………….…...3                3 

     DID NOT SCOLD OR PUNISH……………..……...4               4 

 HE37 Which of the following descriptions fit your 

(PARENT FIGURES) when you were 12-17? 

 

  

A. My (PARENT FIGURES) knew about my 

plans. 

 

HE37a 

     ALWAYS ..................................... 1 

     USUALLY ................................... 2 

     SOMETIMES ............................... 3 

     RARELY ...................................... 4 

  

B. My (PARENT FIGURES) had a pretty good 

idea of my interests, activities, and 

whereabouts. 

HE37b 

     ALWAYS ..................................... 1 

     USUALLY ................................... 2 

     SOMETIMES ............................... 3 

     RARELY ...................................... 4 

  

C. My (PARENT FIGURES) knew where I was 

and who I was with when I was not at home. 

HE37c 

     ALWAYS ..................................... 1 

     USUALLY ................................... 2 

     SOMETIMES ............................... 3 

     RARELY ...................................... 4 

 HE38.What was the usual way in which your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) punished you?  

                      MOTHER  FATHER 

                         HEm38      HEf38 
 

     NON-PHYSICAL (SCOLD, ISOLATE, 

     FINE, REMOVE PRIVILEGES) …………………...1               1 

     PHYSICAL, MILD……………………….…………..2               2 

     PHYSICAL, HARSH……………..………….………...3               3 

     DID NOT PUNISH……………..……………………..4               4 

 
 

 
BOX HE39 

CODE SILENTLY: 

DOES YOUR SITE ASK IRB SENSITIVE QUESTIONS? 

 

 

     NO……(SKIP TO HE41a)….…...1 

     YES………………………………5  

 
HE39. Did your (MOTHER FIGURE / FATHER FIGURE) 

ever physically punish you so hard that you hurt the 

next day or had to see a doctor? 

                           MOTHER  FATHER 

                              HEm39      HEf39 

     NO……………….1               1 

     YES……………...5               5 
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HE40. Were you ever physically injured or hurt as a child by 

any other adult?  Examples of such injuries would 

include:  broken bones, being hit so hard you 

developed bruises, punishments that included 

scalding water? 

 
HE40 

     NO………(SKIP TO HE41a)....... 1 

     YES .............................................. 5 

 
 

 

A. Did this (these) injury(ies) ever need medical 

attention from a doctor or hospital? 

HE40a 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

 
 

B. Was the person who caused this injury ever a 

relative (other than PARENT FIGURE)?  By 

relative, I mean grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

sister, brother, or cousin.  Half relatives or 

step relatives also count. 

 
HE40b 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

HE41     A.    When you were between the ages of 12 and 17, 

did you have any difficulty making friends? 

HE41a 

      NO……………………………….1 

      YES……………………………...5 

 
 

B. Did you have any difficulty keeping friends? 

 

HE41b 

      NO……………………………….1 

      YES……………………………...5 

 
 

HE42     A. How many of your friends did your (PARENT 

FIGURES) know? 

HE42a 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 

  

B. How many of your friends did your (PARENT 

FIGURES) dislike? 

 

HE42b 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 
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 Now I’d like to ask a few questions about other individuals who may have played a role in your life 

between the ages of 12 to 17. 

  

HE43   A. When you were 12-17, how many of your best 

friends smoked? 

HE43a 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

B. When you were 12-17, how many of your best 

friends used alcohol? 

HE43b 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

C. When you were 12-17, how many of your best 

friends used marijuana? 

HE43c 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

D. When you were 12-17, how many of your best 

friends used other drugs (like cocaine, uppers, 

or any of the other drugs we’ve talked about)? 

HE43d 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

HE44. When you were 12-17, did you have any boyfriends 

or girlfriends with whom you were romantically 

involved?  

HE44 

     NO………(SKIP TO HE45a)....... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

  

A. Did you have any boyfriends or girlfriends who 

smoked? 

HE44a 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

  

B. Did you have any boyfriends or girlfriends who 

used alcohol? 

HE44b 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

  

C. Did you have any boyfriends or girlfriends who 

used marijuana? 

HE44c 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

  

D. Did you have any boyfriends or girlfriends who 

used other drugs? 

HE44d 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 
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HE45   A.  When you were 12-17, how many of the kids 

you went to school with smoked? 

 

HE45a 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

B. When you were 12-17, how many of the kids 

you went to school with used alcohol? 

HE45b 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

C. When you were 12-17, how many of the kids 

you went to school with used marijuana? 

HE45c 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

D. When you were 12-17, how many of the kids 

you went to school with used other drugs (like 

cocaine, uppers, or any of the other drugs we’ve 

talked about)? 

HE45d 

     NONE OF THEM ........................ 1 

     A FEW OF THEM ....................... 2 

     MOST OF THEM ........................ 3 

     ALL OF THEM ............................ 4 

 
 

HE46. When you were 12-17, did you have any sisters or 

brothers? 

BROTHERS & SISTERS INTERPRETED 

BROADLY.  COUNT ANYONE 

CONSIDERED TO BE A SIBLING, EVEN IF 

NOT BIOLOGICALLY RELATED.  

HE46 

      NO…(SKIP TO BOX HE49)…..1 

      YES……………………………..5 

  

A. When you were 12-17, how well did you get 

along with your brother(s)/ sister(s) most of the 

time? 

HE46a 

     POOR ........................................... 1 

     FAIR ............................................. 2 

     GOOD .......................................... 3 

     EXCELLENT ............................... 4 

 
 

B. When you were 12-17, how close did you feel to 

your brother(s)/ sister(s)? 

HE46b 

     NOT AT ALL CLOSE ................. 1 

     SOMEWHAT CLOSE ................. 2 

     VERY CLOSE ............................. 3 
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HE47   A. When you were 12-17, did you have any 

brother(s)/ sister(s) living at home who 

smoked? 

HE47a 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

B. When you were 12-17, did you have any 

brother(s)/ sister(s) living at home who used 

alcohol? 

 
HE47b 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

C. When you were 12-17, did you have any 

brother(s)/ sister(s) living at home who used 

marijuana? 

 
HE47c 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

D. When you were 12-17, did you have any 

brother(s)/ sister(s) living at home who used 

other drugs? 

HE47d 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

HE48   A.   When you were 12-17, did any of your 

brother(s)/ sister(s) ever buy you or give you 

cigarettes? 

 
HE48a 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

B. When you were 12-17, did any of your 

brother(s)/ sister(s) ever buy you or give you 

alcohol? 

 
HE48b 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

C. When you were 12-17, did any of your 

brother(s)/ sister(s) ever buy you or give you 

marijuana? 

 
HE48c 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

 
 

D. When you were 12-17, did any of your 

brother(s)/ sister(s) ever buy you or give you 

other drugs? 

HE48d 

      NO ............................................... 1 

      YES ............................................. 5 

   

 
BOX HE49  IF YOUR SITE DOES NOT ASK IRB 

SENSITIVE QUESTIONS, SKIP TO HE51. 

HE_AskSite 
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Now I’d like to ask a few questions about early sexual 

experience.  

HE49.1 Before you were 16 years old, did you experience any 

inappropriate sexual contacts with someone? By 

sexual contact I mean their touching your sexual 

parts, your touching their sexual parts, or sexual 

intercourse. 

 
 

HE49_1 

     NO………. (SKIP TO HE51) ......... 1 

     YES………………………………5 

 
 

 

A. Did this happen more than once? 

HE49_1a 

     NO ................................................ 1 

     YES, MORE THAN ONCE ......... 5 
 
 

 

B. How old were you the first time? 

 

           AGE ONS:  ___ ___  HE49_1b 

 

 
 
 

 

2.  Before you were 16 years old, did anyone try to have 

sexual intercourse with you when you did not want 

to? (By sexual intercourse, we also mean oral or anal 

sex). 

HE49_2 

     NO………. (SKIP TO HE51) ......... 1 

     YES………………………………5 

  

A. Did this happen more than once? 

 

 

B. How old were you the first time? 

 

HE49_2a 

     NO ................................................ 1 

     YES, MORE THAN ONCE ……5 

 

           AGE ONS:  ___ ___  HE49_2b 

 

 
 
 

 

3.  Before you were 16 years old, did anyone have 

sexual intercourse with you when you did not want 

to? (Again, by sexual intercourse, we also mean oral 

or anal sex). 

 

A. Did this happen more than once? 

 

 

B. How old were you the first time? 

HE49_3 

     NO………. (SKIP TO HE51) ......... 1 

     YES………………………………5 

 

 

HE49_3a 

     NO ................................................ 1 

     YES, MORE THAN ONCE ……5 

 

           AGE ONS:  ___ ___  HE49_3b 
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HE50 OMITTED 

 
 

   
 
  

HE51. When you were a teenager, did you or others think 

you looked older than your age? 

 

A. IF R IS FEMALE, ASK: 

At what age did you have your first menstrual 

period? 

IF R IS MALE, ASK: 

At what age did your voice change? 

 

HE51 

     NO ................................................ 1 

     YES .............................................. 5 

 

 

                   AGE ONS:  __ __  HE51a 
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As you can see, I tried to ask you about a lot of different        NO…………………….……….1 

kinds of emotional problems, physical and medical problems,      YES………………….…………5 

and habits that people might have. But, of course, everyone is  

different, and I might have skipped something that has been  

important to you. Have you had any problems I should have  

covered but didn't? 

 

IF YES: Please tell me about them: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

TYPE OF INTERVIEW: 

 

     IntType 

IN PERSON……………………………………2 

BY TELEPHONE……………………………..3 

BY PROXY…………………………………….4 

 

  

 

RATE ACCURCACY OF CODES THROUGHOUT SSAGA-IV: 

 QS 

NO DIFFICULTY……………………………………………………………………………………..1 

SOME PROBLEMS, BUT MOST RATINGS REASONABLY ACCURATE……………………2 

MAJOR DIFFICULTY IN CONDUCTING EXAM………………………………………………..3 

IMPOSSIBLE TO RATE WITH ANY CONFIDENCE……………………………………………4 
 

 

 


